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Abstract. The Jiuding Ridge (Sichuan, China) has 
been explored during the past several years by a team 
from Chengdu Institute of Biology, Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, and three undescribed species of Corydalis 
DC. (Fumariaceae) have been revealed and are 
apparently endemic to this mountain. The new species 
were observed in forest (C. capitata X. F. Gao, Liden & 
Y. W. Wang), alpine scree (C. aeaeae X. F. Gao, Liden 
& Y. W. Wang), and alpine rocky limestone areas (C. 
schistostigma X. F. Gao, Liden, Y. W. Wang & Y. L. 
Peng). The two first species have their closest relatives 
in the Wolong-Balangshan District (Wenchuan, Si¬ 
chuan). Corydalis aeaeae differs from C. panda Liden & 

and broadly obtuse outer petals with low, short crests. 
Corydalis capitata differs from the C.flexuosa Franchet 

deeply serrate petals, and the peculiar, thin, strictly 
erect lateral branches. Corydalis schistostigma is 
unique in the C. curviflora Maximowicz ex Hemsley 
group, in the deeply cleft stigma and veiv forward- 
projecting crests to the inner petals, and possibly has 
its affinities more to the north and northwest in Lhe 

to the Chengdu Plain. There are five natural reserves 
for protecting pandas and other wild animals in this 

region. Because the main road runs along 
Min valley the i 

this area was neglected by botanists until 2002. 
During the past several years, Xin-Fen Gao and Yu- 
Lan Peng have explored the flora of this beautiful 
mountain. Among the botanical novelties are three 
new species of Corydalis DC. (Fumariaceae), which 
are described below. Magnus Liden and Shengxiang 
Yu studied the species in the field in 2006, and one 
example has also been studied in cultivation. 

1. Corydalis aeaeae X. F. Gao, Liden, Y. W. Wang 
& Y. L. Peng, sp. nov. TYPE: China. Sichuan: 
Maoxian, Shiguxiang, alpine meadow, 3700 m, 
flowers pale blue, 20 July 2002, Xin-Fen Gao, 
Yu-Lan Peng & Wei-Guo Tu 2517 (holotype, 
CDBI; isotype, 1 

Chaping Mountain, with an elevation of 4990 m at 
Jiuding peak, is located in northwestern Sichuan. 
China. It is the nearest mountain above 4000 m, close 
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Figure 2. Corydalis capitata X. F. Gao, Liden & Y. W. Wang. —A, B. Habit. —C. Flower. — D. Lower petal. —E. Stigma. 
Drawn by Jian Gu from the type specimen, Gao el al. 5353 (CDBI). 

early August. It is unmistakable with its densely Discussion. Corydalis capitata has been sold 
packed flower heads. In late autumn, when the stems through the Internet by the Chen Yi nursery in 
wither, several fresh basal leaf rosettes are formed. Beijing, and is presently in cultivation in Europe. The 

origin of these cultivars is unknown. 
Etymology. The specific epithet refers to the Corydalis capitata is placed in section Elaiae; it is 

head-like inflorescence (from the Latin “caput,” slightly similar to C. calycosa H. Chuang, but is easily 
meaning “head”). distinguished by the very dense racf 



X. F. Gao, Liden, Y. W. Wang & Y. L. Peng. Habit. -B. Flower. -C. 
om the type specimen, Gao et al. 2483 (CDBI). 




